Language Development Profile

Comprehensive Language Development Profile for Infants and Toddlers

Child: Site: Teacher(s): Age Group:

Observing young children is an ongoing process. Use this document continuously as you observe the
children in your classroom. Recommendation: Use it at least every 2-3 weeks.

KEY:
Draw a line through skills not present (NP): Example2 NP | Age: Age: Age:
Shade or write “P” across from skills present (P): Example2 P

Area of Date(s): Date(s): Date(s):

Development Typical Developmental Milestones

Shade
(starting point)

e Coos Cries

e Fusses

¢ Follows you with eyes

e Looks at object or person

Birth to 8 e Smiles

Months e Makes body movements

e Produces several different facial expressions

e Makes gurgling sounds

e Babbles using many different consonant and
vowel sounds, e.g., ba ba, da da

e Uses simple gestures (waves, shakes head,

points)
8to 12 e Acts out what he/she wants
Months e Combines pointing and making sounds

e Says 1-2 words (around first birthday) in English
or first language

e Uses words and/or gestures

12to 18
Months e Uses about 10-50 words to refer to people,

objects, and events, in English or first language

e Uses about 50-200 words, in English or first

language
18 to 24 e Uses two-word sentences
Months
e Askyes/no questions, e.g., “Where dat?”, “Go
bye bye?
e Combines 3-5 words in a sentence
24 10 36 e Uses more grammatically correct sentences
Months & Y

e Asks questions, including why
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Supporting Children’s Language

Supporting Children’s Language: How do you respond to the child and support his/her attempts to
communicate?

These are the guidelines for typical language development. Adapt your supports and responses based on
what you find out about each child, using the observation guide.

About DLLS: dual language learners will know words in their home language, and in English, and may know
fewer words in each language. They may also mix words from both languages in the same sentence orin a
conversation. This is part of their typical development in two languages.

Age What you might expect from the child... Ways you can support...
e Looks at you ¢ Give meaning (interpret) and respond
e Moves their body to all attempts to communicate
e Changes facial expressions e Narrate everything you do or the child is
Birth to 8 e Smiles and laughs doing
Months e Cries, coos, gurgles e Ask closed questions - answer your own
e Babbles questions, using well-formed sentences
Pair your words with gestures or pointing
Use simple sentences
e Points ¢ Give meaning (interpret) and respond to all
Uses gestures, e.g., shakes head for no attempts to communicate
or waves bye bye e Narrate everything you do or the child is
8-12 e Combines gestures with sounds doing
Uses sounds as if they were words e Ask closed questions - answer your own
Months Uses a few single words in English or questions, using well-formed sentences
home language e Expand by restating what the child says and
e Uses long strings of sounds that sound adding more words
like words e Pair your words with gestures or pointing
e Uses words and/or gestures e Restate/expand what the child says using
Uses about 10-50 words to refer to well-formed sentences
12-18 people, objects and events, in English e Pair words with gestures
Months or home language e Pair words with objects and pictures
e Use Tier 1 words
e Ask closed questions
e Uses about 50-200 words, in English e Expand what the child says, using a more
18-24 or home language complex sentence
Uses two-word sentences e Use Tier 1 words
Months e Asks yes/no questions, e.g., “Where e Ask closed questions and provide a couple
dat?” “Go bye bye?” of choices
Combines 3-5 words in a sentence e Expand what the child says, using a more
24-36 e Uses more grammatically correct complex sentence
sentences e Use Tier 1 and Tier 2 words
Months e Asks questions, including why e Ask closed questions (either/or) questions
or open-ended questions
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