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START: Read 1 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

Read 1: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Swimmy and the author, or the person who wrote 

the story, is Leo Lionni.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1: Point to cover illustration. This tiny fish here is named Swimmy. He has the big job of saving his friends from 

danger.  How could such a tiny fish handle such a big job?  Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 1: TEACH  

TEACH:  Push-in story problem  Page 4 – All the little fish could get swallowed by the tuna. If this keeps happening Swimmy and the 

other little fish would always be in danger. 

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Page # Previous Event/Explanation 

3-4 A big tuna fish swallowed all the little fish except 
Swimmy. 

 Present story problem. This is a problem. All the little fish 
could get swallowed by the tuna. If this keeps happening, 
Swimmy and the other little fish would always be in danger. 

7-18 Swimmy swam alone and met interesting sea creatures. 1-2 Remember in the beginning of the story, Swimmy was not 
alone. He had lots of brothers and sisters. But since they got 
eaten by the big tuna, Swimmy is all alone. 

19 Swimmy discovers another school of fish that is hiding 1-2 Notice how this school of fish look just like his brothers and 
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from the big tuna. sisters. 

24 Swimmy got all the fish together and they formed the 
shape of a large fish. 

21 Notice that before the little fish were swimming separately 
(turn back to p. 21).  Now they are swimming together as 
one group. 

27-28 They swam as one giant fish and chased the big fish 
away. 

3-4 In the beginning of the story the little fish could not protect 
themselves from being eaten by the big fish (turn back to 
pgs. 27-28).  Now that they are all working together they 
don’t have to be afraid of the fish. Together they solved the 
problem. 

 
 

TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1 Swimmy, brothers and sisters  School (of fish)- a group of fish that belong together 

4 tuna, little red fish darting Fierce-dangerous 
Escaped- got away 

5 he (swimmy)  Deep- near the bottom of the ocean 
Lonely- feeling all alone 

7 Swimmy, medussa  Marvel- to show surprise or interest in something; 
when you feel amazed 
Medusa- another name for a jelly fish.  

9-10 lobster walked like a water-moving 
machine 

Lobster- a kind of shell fish who lives near the bottom 
of the ocean 

11 strange fish pulled Invisible- you can’t see it 

15 eEel  Eel- a sea creature that is long like a snake 
“too far to remember” – a way of saying really long 

17 sea anemones swaying Sea anemones- a sea creature that looks like a flower 

19-20 dark shade, school of fish think Shade – a shadow; a space that is dark because it is 
blocked by an object 
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21-22 Swimmy thought and thought  

26 giant fish, eye   

28 big fish   

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story: except, protect, separately, danger 

 
Read 1: ASK 

ASK:  How did Swimmy protect the little fish from danger? 

 
Possible Answers:  

 He got them all together to look like a big fish and they scared the big fish. 

 They all worked together to make a big fish and scared the big fish. 
 They all worked together. 

 

Read 1: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 1: TIE 
TIE:  

 Summarize main idea When we work with one another we can accomplish big jobs. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  
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START: Read 2 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 2: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Swimmy and the author, or the person who wrote 

the story, is Leo Lionni. 

STATE:   Story Problem  All the little fish could get swallowed by the tuna. If this keeps happening Swimmy and the other little fish would 

always be in danger. 
STATE:  Purpose of Read 2 

 Swimmy had many interesting adventures. Remember, he came up with a way to protect, (keep safe from 

danger) himself and his friends. I wonder how he felt when he was able to solve such a big problem. Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 2: TEACH  

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

3-4 A big tuna fish swallowed all the little 
fish except Swimmy. 

Swimmy must have been thinking, “I am really lucky that I escaped, but I am so upset 
that all the fish in my school are gone.” 

7-18 Swimmy swam alone and met 
interesting sea creatures. 

Swimmy was lonely but he became very curious about the other creatures in the sea. 
He must have been thinking, “Wow! There are so many interesting things to look at in 
the ocean.” 

19 Swimmy discovers another school of 
fish that is hiding from the big tuna. 

Swimmy is so eager to have these fish join him. I bet he feels really disappointed when 
they won’t swim with him because they are scared. He is eager to come up with a plan. 
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23 Swimmy got all the fish together and 
they formed the shape of a large fish. 

I am thinking that Swimmy felt pleased with his plan. He must be thinking, “It’s great 
that we little guys can work together as a team.” 

27-28 They swam as one giant fish and chased 
the big fish away. 

I bet Swimmy and all the red fish were very proud of themselves for working together 
and solving a big problem.  They all figured out a way to protect themselves from the 
big fish. 

 

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1 Swimmy, brothers and sisters  School (of fish)- a group of fish that belong together 

4 tuna, little red fish darting Fierce-dangerous 
Escaped- got away 

5 he (Swimmy)  Deep- near the bottom of the ocean 
Lonely- feeling all alone 

7 Swimmy, medussa  Marvel- to show surprise or interest in something; 
when you feel amazed 
Medusa- another name for a jellyfish.  

9-10 lobster walked like a water-moving 
machine 

Lobster- a kind of shell fish who lives near the bottom 
of the ocean 

11 strange fish pulled Invisible- you can’t see it 

15 eel  Eel- a sea creature that is long like a snake 
“too far to remember” – a way of saying really long 

17 sea anemones swaying Sea anemones- a sea creature that looks like a flower 

19-20 dark shade, school of fish think Shade – a shadow; a space that is dark because it is 
blocked by an object 

21-22 Swimmy thought and thought  

26 giant fish, eye   

28 big fish 
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Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:  
except, protect, separately, danger 
lonely, curious, excited, disappointed, proud, pleased - push in during 2nd read since these words describe feelings of character. 

 

Read 2: ASK 
ASK:  How did Swimmy feel when he was able to protect himself and his friends from the big fish? Why? 

 
Possible Answers:  

 He felt proud because it was a big job to teach all those fish how to swim together.  
 He felt proud because he and his friends scared the big fish. They solved a big problem. 

 

Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 2: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea: When we work with one another we can accomplish big jobs. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story. 
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START: Read 3 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                     
 

Read 3: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author.  Remember, the title of the book is Swimmy and the 

author, or the person who wrote the story, is Leo Lionni.  

STATE:   Pull-out story problem. Children state the problem: All the little fish could get swallowed by the tuna. If this keeps happening 

Swimmy and the other little fish would always be in danger. 
STATE:  Purpose of Read 3  Now that you know this story so well, I would like for you to help tell the story. I wonder why...  Let’s read to 

find out. 
Remember the big fish were eating up all the little fish like swimmy. That was a big problem.  I wonder why a little fish like Swimmy was 
able to solve such a big problem. Let’s go through the story together and see if we can figure out why. 

 

Read 3: TEACH  

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings.  

 Read a few passages that prompt children to respond. 

 Ask questions such as “What is happening here?”  Then, connect character’s feelings to that event, “How do you think ______felt 
when that happened?” 

Page # Possible Descriptions of Events Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

3-4 A big tuna fish swallowed all the little 
fish except Swimmy. 

Swimmy felt lucky that he was able to escape. 
He also felt lonely and sad because he missed his friends. 

Pull-Out 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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7-18 Swimmy swam alone and met 
interesting sea creatures. 

Swimmy felt lonely because he didn’t have his brothers and sisters with him. 
But he was curious about the sea creatures in the ocean. 

19 Swimmy discovers another school of 
fish that is hiding from the big tuna. 

He was excited when he found the fish. But he was disappointed when they wouldn’t 
play because they were scared of the big fish. 

23 Swimmy got all the fish together and 
they formed the shape of a large fish. 

Swimmy was pleased with his plan. He liked what he did. 

27-28 They swam as one giant fish and chased 
the big fish away. 

Swimmy was proud of himself because his plan worked.  He and the other little fish 
figured out a way to protect themselves from the big fish.  They solved the problem. 

 

TEACH: Pull-out target vocabulary.  

 Provide opportunities for children to use target vocabulary. 

 

Read 3: ASK 
ASK:  The final why question leads to the main idea. Why were the little fish like Swimmy and his friends able to protect themselves from 

so many big fish?  
Possible Answers:  

 Because they worked together to solve the problem. 
 When they worked together they were able to solve a big problem. 

 

Read 3: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on child’s statements by adding more information. 
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Read 3: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  When we work with one another we can accomplish big jobs. 

 Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.  

 
 

 


