
 

 

 
 
Emergent Writing Sample Lesson Plans 

 
 

Emergent Writing Activity 
 
Writing Type: (underline) 
 
Name Writing Listing Labeling Correspondence Expressing Opinions or Preferences 

Expository Writing 
 

Activity Title: What did you think? 
 
Materials Needed: book ­­The Snowy Day, pencils, paper 
 
Modeling: 
 
Teacher: “After we read the book The Snowy Day, I was thinking… (show illustration and read text from page in 

book) I was thinking about how disappointed Peter felt when he realized that his snowball disappeared from 

his pocket. Look at his face here. And the author tells us here “Before he got into bed he looked in his pocket. 

His pocket was empty. The snowball wasn’t there. He felt very sad.” 
 

“I shared my opinion in large group and I wrote it down right here. (Point to the words as you read your 

writing) But I want to hear your opinions… I want to know what you think. So …Why do you think Peter was so 

disappointed when his pocket was empty? 
 

Guided Practice: 
 
Take time to have conversations with children about what they think. As they share, communicate that you 

value their opinions. Use TALK strategies to encourage them to share information and to build language. 

Support children as they write their opinions. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Example: Child just sits there not sure how to start. 
Teacher: Tell me what you would like to write. 
Child: Peter wanted to play with his snowball and keep it forever.  
Teacher: Would you like me to help you write your opinion. Tell me again. 
Child repeats. “Peter wanted to play with his snowball and keep it forever.” 
Teacher: Watch how I write a line for every word you said. 
___ _____ ___ ______ _____ ______ _______ ______ _______ _____ ________. 
Now you can write in your writing the words that you told me. 
 
 
 
Example 2: Child begins to scribble wavy lines across the page, Or write random letter­­like forms or 
random letters 
Teacher: Tell me about your writing. 
Child: It says, Peter was so mad when his snowball melted. 
Teacher: Oh, I see you wrote how you thought Peter felt. Why do you think he was so mad? 
Child: because he was disappointed. 
Teacher: I am thinking that the reason why he is disappointed or mad was because he wanted to save 
it for a long time and when it melted he couldn’t save it. 
Child agrees. 
Teacher: So you think the same thing as I did. Child nods yes. 
Teacher: Now you can add those words to what you already wrote. 
 

Independent Practice: 
 

 While children who are ready write their opinions, work one­­on­­one with children who need support. 

 Ask each child to tell you about his/her writing. 

 Provide crayons or markers for them to illustrate their statements. 
 
 
 

Notes: 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Emergent Writing Activity 

 
Writing Type: (underline) 
 
Name Writing Listing Labeling Correspondence Expressing Opinions or Preferences 

Expository Writing 
 

Activity Title: TALK and Write in Dramatic Play Center 
 
Materials Needed: Telephone, message pad, pens or pencils 
 
 

Modeling: 
 

 During dramatic play, teacher makes the phone ring and answers it. 

 Teacher: Hello, this is Ms. Carey. 

 Teacher: Pretend that someone is talking on the other line and say, “Oh, you want to tell me that list of 

the things I need to bring to the party now. Okay, let me get a pencil and I will need to write it down so 

I won’t forget.” Model writing list on message pad or paper. 
 

Guided Practice: 
 

 This time the phone rings and the person on the other line asks to speak with a child. While child is 

talking on the phone encourage her/him to write down what the other person says. 

 When the child hangs up, ask her/him what the other person said. After child tells you, say, “It’s a good 

thing you wrote that down so that you will remember.” Continue the conversation using the TALK 

strategies. 
 

Independent Practice: 
 
Encourage the children to use writing to make lists or take messages while on the phone as they play 

independently during center time. 
 

Notes: 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Emergent Writing Activity 
 
Writing Type: (underline) 
 
Name Writing Listing Labeling Correspondence Expressing Opinions or Preferences 

Expository Writing 
 

Activity Title: Grocery list 
 
Materials Needed: notepads, telephone, pens/pencils 
 
 
 

Modeling: (Large Group­­ Introduction to Centers) 
 

 Introduce message pads during introduction to centers. Talk about the purpose, “These little stacks of 

paper that are attached together are called message pads, or notepads.” Pretend your phone is 

ringing, and it is someone from home asking you to pick up a few items at the store. Then say, “Okay, 

let me just write just get my notepad and pen and I will write a list so I won’t forget.” Model writing the 

list in front of the children. Tell them that message pads or notepads and pencils will be available in the 

dramatic play center for them to use. 
 

Guided Practice: (Small Group in Dramatic Play Area) 
 

 Place notepads/message pads at a small table beside the telephones. 

 Join in the children’s play and set the scene for phone calls. Pretend to be the caller on the other line 

and say, “Honey, I need you to pick up some things at the store on your way home.” 

 Encourage the children to use the available notepads to write the names of items requested. 

 Remind them of how list are written­­ (one word under another, top to bottom) 

 Encourage children to read their lists in a playful way 
 

Independent Practice: (Center time­­ dramatic play) 
 

 Make a point to be in the center to observe the children independently, using writing to make list. 
 
Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Emergent Writing Activity 

 
Writing Type: (underline) 
 
Name Writing Listing Labeling Correspondence Expressing Opinions or Preferences 

Expository Writing 
 

Activity Title: What happened to the ice? 
 
Materials Needed: small container of ice for each child, sock for each child, paper, pencils, crayons, book­­ The 

Snowy Day, teacher­­made book for each child 
 
 

Modeling: REAL Time Large Group 
 

 Point to page in The Snowy Day where Peter realizes that his pocket is empty. Remind them of the 

event. 

 Tell children: I had a similar thing happen to me last night. Almost the same thing that happened to 

Peter happened to me. I needed an ice pack for my hurt knee. So I tried to make one. I put some ice in 

a sock, and my idea was to put the sock full of ice on my knee like an ice pack. After I put the ice in the 

sock, the phone rang. It was my mother and we talked for a while. Well… when I came back to get my 

ice pack, the ice had disappeared and the sock was empty but it was soaking wet! Just like Peter’s 

pocket was empty, my sock was empty. And when I look at this picture of Peter’s jacket, I notice that 

his pocket looks wet. 

 Well, I looked in this information book called Snow, and look what I found out… 

 Read page 13 and then summarize what you found out. “So… now I see. The fabric of my sock 

absorbed the melted ice that turned to water. That’s why my sock was so wet. The ice melted, and 

turned to water, and the fabric, (what my sock is made of) absorbed, or just took in the water. Now, I 

think that I know why Peter’s pocket was also wet. When we go to small group, we can talk about this 

more and then write it down in our information books that we made. 
 

Guided Practice: Small group 
 

 Remind children of REAL Time discussion, and what you found out from the informational text. 

 Ask them to think about what they learned, and try to figure out why there was this dark spot on 

Peter’s pocket. (show illustration from book) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Talk about their thoughts, and encourage them to write it down on the next page in their information 
book titled Ice and Snow. 

 Encourage children to talk about it first, and then write. 

 Guide children that need help getting started. 

 Encourage children to tell you about their writing. 
 

Independent Practice: 
 

 When children have written their message, encourage them to read it to you. Ask them what else they 

would like to say or write in their books. Ask questions to encourage them to write more. If they are 

finished writing, encourage them to add illustrations to support what they wrote. Ask, “What picture 

could you add that would help people who read your book understand what happened?”. 

 While some children are writing or drawing independently, work one-on-one with those who need 

support. 

 When you have provided the necessary guidance and support for writing facts about snow and ice, 

place children’s books in the writing center. During center time they have the option to continue to 

write in their books. Perhaps after doing two small groups based on REAL Time lessons, science 

experiments with snow or ice, they would be ready to write in them independently. 

 
 

Notes: 
 

 


