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Farfallina and Marcel – Extension Activities 
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Main	
  Idea:	
  Good	
  friends	
  are	
  worth	
  waiting	
  for.	
  
Target	
  Vocabulary	
  Used:	
  

Goose	
   Gosling	
   Separated	
  
Determined	
   Chrysalis/Cocoon	
   Reflection	
  
Peered	
   Disappointed	
   Flutter	
  

	
  

Ideas	
  for	
  pushing	
  these	
  words	
  in	
  throughout	
  the	
  day	
  

Morning	
  Meeting	
   Teacher	
  and	
  students	
  can	
  have	
  a	
  discussion	
  about	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  
good	
  friend.	
  What	
  are	
  things	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  do	
  for	
  our	
  friends?	
  How	
  can	
  
we	
  help	
  our	
  friends	
  and	
  show	
  them	
  we	
  care?	
  

Dramatic	
  Play	
   Use	
  puppets,	
  (homemade	
  stick	
  puppets	
  will	
  work	
  well)	
  for	
  Farfallina	
  and	
  
Marcel.	
  The	
  children	
  can	
  act	
  out	
  the	
  story.	
  Provide	
  copies	
  of	
  books	
  for	
  
children	
  to	
  use.	
  
	
  	
  

Science	
   Children	
  can	
  show	
  the	
  life	
  cycle	
  of	
  the	
  butterfly	
  with	
  pasta	
  

	
  
Lifecycle	
  of	
  the	
  butterfly	
  using	
  pasta.	
  (orzo	
  or	
  dried	
  navy	
  beans	
  -­‐egg;	
  spiral-­‐	
  
caterpillar;	
  shells-­‐	
  chrysalis	
  ;	
  bowtie-­‐butterfly	
  )	
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Life	
  Cycle	
  of	
  a	
  Butterfly	
  Activity	
  
Life	
  Cycle	
  of	
  a	
  butterfly.	
  	
  
• Provide	
  pictures	
  of	
  each	
  stage	
  of	
  the	
  butterfly’s	
  life	
  cycle.	
  Children	
  

can	
  describe	
  what	
  is	
  happening	
  in	
  each	
  picture	
  and	
  then	
  arrange	
  
them	
  in	
  order.	
  	
  

• Purchase	
  a	
  kit	
  that	
  includes	
  caterpillars	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  observed	
  as	
  they	
  
go	
  through	
  the	
  life	
  cycle	
  (check	
  Lakeshore,	
  Kaplan	
  or	
  School	
  Box)	
  

• Create	
  the	
  life-­‐cycle	
  on	
  paper	
  plates,	
  dried	
  white	
  beans	
  for	
  eggs,	
  
spiral	
  for	
  larvae	
  stage	
  (caterpillar)	
  ,	
  shell	
  pasta	
  for	
  pupa	
  stage	
  
(chrysalis),	
  and	
  bow	
  pasta	
  for	
  (adult)	
  butterfly	
  .	
  Draw	
  arrows	
  
between	
  four	
  open	
  spaces	
  to	
  help	
  children	
  place	
  symbol	
  for	
  each	
  
stage	
  in	
  a	
  cyclical	
  direction	
  on	
  paper	
  plate.	
  

Sensory	
  Play/	
  Art	
   Children	
  can	
  create	
  butterflies	
  by	
  putting	
  dabs	
  of	
  paint	
  on	
  one	
  half	
  of	
  a	
  
folded	
  piece	
  of	
  paper.	
  Help	
  children	
  fold	
  the	
  paper	
  in	
  half	
  so	
  that	
  
painted	
  side	
  is	
  pressed	
  against	
  unpainted	
  side.	
  After	
  children	
  open	
  the	
  
folded	
  paper	
  they	
  can	
  draw	
  or	
  cut	
  the	
  outline	
  of	
  a	
  butterfly	
  around	
  the	
  
paint.	
  	
  
Make	
  the	
  sensory	
  table	
  into	
  a	
  pond.	
  Add	
  and	
  plastic	
  plants	
  (e.g.,	
  lily	
  
pads)	
  pond	
  animals	
  (frogs,	
  turtles,	
  fish,	
  ducks,	
  geese)	
  
Make	
  the	
  life	
  cycle	
  of	
  a	
  butterfly	
  out	
  of	
  play-­‐dough.	
  

	
  

	
  	
  Caterpillar	
  Activity	
  
Writing	
  Center	
   Draw	
  and	
  write	
  about	
  their	
  favorite	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  story	
  or	
  children	
  can	
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make	
  up	
  their	
  own	
  story	
  about	
  two	
  friends	
  (probably	
  need	
  to	
  model	
  this	
  
for	
  students	
  first	
  so	
  they	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  beginning,	
  middle	
  and	
  end	
  
to	
  their	
  story.)	
  

Math	
   Use	
  unifix	
  cubes	
  to	
  measure	
  the	
  lengths	
  of	
  different	
  size	
  caterpillars	
  and	
  
butterflies.	
  You	
  can	
  measure	
  length	
  of	
  caterpillars	
  and	
  height	
  of	
  
butterflies.	
  You	
  can	
  also	
  sort	
  by	
  longest,	
  shortest,	
  tallest,	
  etc.	
  	
  Here	
  is	
  a	
  
website	
  with	
  some	
  pictures	
  of	
  butterflies	
  and	
  caterpillars:	
  
http://www.scsk12.org/SCS/subject-­‐areas/Kindergarten-­‐
Kove/K.3.4_files/Math%20Measurement.pdf	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  


