
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Main idea:   Doing what you love is more special when you get to share it with others.  

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 
beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire 

ourselves and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 

Independent/independiente (een-deh-pehn-dyehn-teh): Doing something all by yourself/ hacer algo por si mismo o sin ayuda.  

Passion/pasión (pah-syohn): (noun) Something you really love to do/ sentir mucho gusto o interés por algo    

Search/buscar (boos-kahr): To look for/ buscar  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate? 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start / 
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day 

Support and Adaptations for 
Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 
map, and DLL visual supports. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use 
these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

    Spanish cognates from Violet’s Music: Independent/independiente (een-deh-pehn-dyehn-the), Passion/pasión (pah-syohn) 

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 
with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK                 Theme:_______________                                            Week of: _______________ 

Emergent Writing 

What is one of your passions? What do 

you really love to do. Create a class list 

with each child’s name beside their 

passions. Engage with conversations with 

them over time to learn more about their 

passion and find ways to bring it in to the 

classroom.  

Morning Meeting 

What is something you enjoy 

doing alone, or independently? 

Why? What is something you 

enjoy doing with other people? 

Family Connection: 

Ask the parents to send a picture 

or video of any family members 

who play music, or invite them to 

come to play music for the 

children in class. 

Outdoor Play 

Hide an object and work together to search for it. Talk 

together as you and children think aloud about where 

you will look on your search and describe your actions 

along the way. Share with children that doing things, 

even everyday things like being on a search for 

something is more special and fun when you have 

people you care about who do it with you.  

Art, Music and Movement: 

Make musical instruments. For example: Maracas: 

Pour rice into empty plastic eggs, close them up, 

and put the head of two plastic spoons on either 

side of the egg and then wrap some colorful tape 

around it. Then tape the bottom of the spoon 

handles together with tape. Or, search through 

recyclable or found material boxes to create an 

instrument from other objects, like tapping two 

spoons together. Use these instruments as a class 

as you move and create music independently and 

together! 

Violet’s Music  

by Angela Johnson 

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 


