
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Main idea:   Music is all around us, and the world inspires us to create our own music.  

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 
beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 
Amazement/asombro (ah-sohm-broh): how you feel when you see or hear or do something really great, that you can’t even believe/ como nos sentimos 
cuando pasa algo que no esperamos o que es muy especial 

Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make something new/ hacer algo nuevo 

Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): to make you want to do something/ algo que te mueve a hacer algo   

Imitate/imitar (ee-mee-tahr): to do the same thing as someone or something else/ hacer lo mismo que hace otra persona 

Rhythm/ritmo (reet-moh): the same movement or sound happening again and in the same way/ una serie de sonidos que se repiten  

What changes will you make to the environment?  
 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 
 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate? 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start / 
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day 

Support and Adaptations for 
Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 
• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  
• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use 
these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  
• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

 Spanish cognates from Max Found Two Sticks: Create/crear (kreh-ahr), Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr), Imitate/imitar (ee-mee-tahr), Rhythm/ritmo (reet-moh) 

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 
• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 

with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Preschool or PK                 Theme:_______________                                            Week of: _______________ 

Morning Meeting/SEL: 
How does music inspire you? 

What makes you feel 
amazement? We can inspire each 

other. How has a friend in our 
class inspired you or made you 

feel amazed?  

Outdoor activities: 
Invite children to find natural 

items that they can use to 
make music (eg. sticks to tap, 
leaves to rub together). How 

does nature inspire you? What 
sounds in nature can you 

imitate? 

Music and Movement:  
After everyone’s created an 

instrument, plan a classroom parade 
where you move through the school 

playing your instruments.  
 

Grab household items such as a 
bucket, pot, cup. Use sticks to tap on 
the items and invite children describe 
the sounds. Is it loud? Does it sound 
like a real drum? Imitate each other’s 

rhythms. 

Family Connection:  
Ask families to send in materials 

for the class to create instruments 
(kleenex boxes, paper towel tubes, 

bottles, oatmeal canisters, etc.) 

Art:  
Create instruments 

out of recycled 
materials and make 

rhythms. 

Emergent writing:  
Create invitations together to invite the 

other classes to come into the halls or to the 
playground to enjoy your parade! See what 

words children might choose to use and 
support them in integrating tier 2 words like 

surprise, rhythm, or inspire in their 
invitations! 

Max Found Two 
Sticks 

by Brian Pinkeny  

 Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities 


