
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Winter/Invierno
Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): to really like something/cuando te gusta algo mucho
Winter/invierno (een-byehr-noh): the season of year when it is coldest/la estación del año en que hace frío
Frozen/congelado (kohng-heh-lah-doh): so cold, like ice/frío y duro como el hielo
Snug/abrigado (ah-bree-gah-doh): warm and comfortable/confortable, que nos resguarda del frío

Celebrate the Holidays
Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-brahr): having a good time with other people/tener un día especial, como una fiesta
Holidays/feriados (feh-ryah-dohs): special days/dias especiales en que no hay que trabajar 
Good deed/buena acción (bweh-noh  ahk-syohn): something that is helpful and kind/algo que es de ayuda a otros 
Unity/unidad (oo-nee-dahd): all together/todos juntos 

Inquiry Questions:  What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for? 
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Invite families to share the ways they celebrate different holidays during this season. They can send in pictures, stories, songs, recipes, greetings, etc. Create a 
class book with the variety of celebrations.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Science: 

Create and enjoy fake snow 
using baking soda and white 

hair conditioner (look up a recipe 
online). How does it feel? Also, 
explore frozen ice cubes. How 

can you make them melt?

Social-Emotional/
Morning Meeting: 

Promote unity in the classroom 
by encouraging children to do 
good deeds for one another. 

During morning meeting, 
brainstorm and illustrate a list 

of possible good deeds.

Music: 

Sing –

 Celebrate good times, come on

Or

We All Celebrate

We all celebrate,
We all celebrate. 

Special days and families, 
we all celebrate.

(To the tune of “Farmer in the Dell”)Dramatic Play:

Add a variety of winter 
clothes (mittens, scarves, and 

hats) and invite the children to 
dress in the snug and warm clothes. 

Add a variety of items used during 
various holiday celebrations to the 

dramatic play center.

Outdoor Play:

Dress the toddlers in warm 
clothes (hats, mittens, etc.) so 

that they are nice and snug and 
take them out for a walk. How 

does it feel outside? Discuss what 
you enjoy outside. What do you 
prefer doing inside? While you 
are outside, read the story in 

the cold weather!

Family Connection:

Invite families to send in 
pictures of ways they celebrate 

different holidays during this 
season and put together to create a 

class book.

Winter/Invierno
by Ailie Busby

&
Celebrate the Holidays 

by Sophia Day


