
Inquiry Questions:  Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can 
we use music to change the world?   

Focus Words:  

Jazz Baby  
Rhythm/ critmo (reet-moh): having a beat that you can move/snap/clap/sing/play/dance to/ seguir un sonido con tus palmas, cantando y bailando. 
Rhyme/rima (ree-mah): words that/ sound the same at the end/palabras que suenan igual al final  
Beat/sonido (soh-nee-doh): the way music moves along and helps us clap, sing, play together/ la forma en la que la música y nos ayuda a aplaudir, cantar y 
bailar  
Inspire/inspirar (een-spee-rahr): to make us feel or want to do something/ algo que nos hace sentir o querer hacer algo   

We are Music  
Musician/Músico (MOO-see-koh): a person who makes music/ la persona que hace música  
Instruments/Instrumentos (een-stroo-mehn-tohs): a thing we can play to make a special sound/ un objeto que podemos tocar para hacer o crear sonidos 
especiales  
 Voice/voz (bohs): sounds that come out of our mouth/sonido que proviene de nuestra boca  
Inspire/inspirar (een-spee-rahr): to make us feel or want to do something/ algo que nos hace sentir o querer hacer algo   
 Connect/connectar (koh-nehk-tahr): to bring people together/cuando la gente se reune  

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Older Toddler Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Changes to environment: 
Dramatic Play  
Provide babies and blankets/pieces of fabric and encourage the children to sing lullabies to put the babies to sleep.  
Community Activity  
Have a class musical procession around the building.  

DLL Adaptations and Support: 
Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the first language of the DLLs. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can 
help you. Even when the book is not available in the first language, a bilingual adult can talk with the child in their first language about the pictures in the 
book. Make connections between English and first language of key words in the story (and throughout the day) Learn some songs in the first languages of 
the children in your class and use them throughout the day!  Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think 
about how families might share these instruments and music with your class. Give specific focus to the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while read-
ing. Consider using props to support understanding as you read.  If you have bilingual staff who share the same language as your dual language learners, 
choose one of the extension activities for this perfect pair to do in the first language!  
  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class:                                                 Theme:_______________                                            Week of: _______________ 

Music and Movement  

Move to the rhythm of the recordings linked in the 

tune-in and talk about how people we know made that 

music and the ways they used these instruments (or 

their voice) to make the world more beautiful and 

inspiring.  

 Instruments- Turn on music and get out a set of class-

room instruments. Have children listen to them and 

move to rhythm of the music, playing their instruments 

and clapping/dancing to the beat of the song.  

Creative/Engineering  

Think of some ways that you 

can create instruments with 

the children. What items 

would you need to create 

musical instruments that you 

can hit, shake, or strum? Make 

a plan to build 1-2 instruments 

that you can use in your class-

room.  

Morning Meeting:  

Play recordings of different instruments 

and talk about what they sound like. 

What do they inspire you to do? How do 

different instruments inspire you to move 

your body? What animal sound do they 

remind you of?  

Play different genres of music. Talk about 

and have pictures of those instruments. 

Together, talk about and share how each 

different piece of music makes you feel 

and what thoughts or ideas it inspires.  

Family Connection: 

Send in the name of a song your fami-

ly likes to dance to so we can dance to 

it together as a class. Or, send a video 

of a song you make together.   

  If possible, invite family members to 

visit or  zoom or record any instru-

ments they play or enjoy to share with 

the class 

 

Transitions  

Explore opposites: Sing in high 

and low voices and play hard 

and soft on a drum 

Move to different genres of 

music at different times of 

the day- talk about how 

different music makes you 

Math : 

Form a circle using chairs and invite 

children to sit. Provide each child with a 

set of rhythm sticks or a container that 

can be a drum. Tap and count aloud 

together. You can also say and demon-

strate positional words using sticks. 

Let's move our sticks under the chair, 

Focus Book 
Jazz Baby  

By Lisa Wheeler   
We Are Music   

by Brandon Sosuy  

Outdoor Play:  

Listen to the music of the 

world. What sounds do 

you hear? How can we 

hear and be inspired by 

the music of the world? 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

Art/Creative Expression  

What does this music inspire you 

to paint? Place a butcher-size 

sheet of paper outdoors or in the 

classroom and provide children 

with paintbrushes (or they can use 

their hands). Play a genre of music 

and invite them to listen and paint. 

Display their musical mural.   


