
Choosing Vocabulary Words for Instruction

Questions to Ask Yourself

When Selecting Words for Intentional (Direct) Instruction with Text:

•	 Why is this word worth teaching?

•	 Is this word critical to understanding the text?

• Can this word be used in different contexts?

•	 Does this word have multiple meanings?

•	 Is this a word that’s seen and used frequently?

•	 Is this word sophisticated?

•	 Does this word support the learning of other words?

When Selecting Words for Incidental (Indirect) Instruction:

• Why is this word worth teaching?

•	 Is this word critical to understanding?

•	 Does this word lend itself to point of contact teaching?

•	 Can I provide a brief explanation or synonym of the word?

•	 Does this word support the learning of other words?

When Selecting Words for Intentional Word Learning Strategies Instruction:

•	 Why is this word worth teaching?

•	 Can this word be used to teach and practice morphological concepts?

•	 Can this word be used to teach and practice contextual concepts?

•	 Does this word support the learning of other words?


