
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Say Hello
Hello/hola (oh-lah)
Visit/visitar (bee-see-tahr)
Greet/saludar (sah-loo-dahr): to say hello/decir hola
Language/idioma (ee-dyoh-mah)	
Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan

ABCs of Kindness
Act of Kindness/acto de bondad (ahk-toh  deh  bohn-dahd): doing something nice for others/hacer algo amable por otros
Empathy/empatía (ehm-pah-tee-ah): to think about how someone else might feel/cuando piensas en lo que otra persona siente
Helping/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): doing something for someone else that they want or need/hacer algo bueno por otra persona que lo necesita
Understanding/comprensible (kohm-prehn-see-bleh): thinking about other people and how they feel and what they need/pensar en otra persona y cómo se debe 
estar sientiendo
Gratitude/gratitud (grah-tee-tood): feeling thankful/sentirse agradecidos 

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Invite families to share different greetings in their first language. Use the greetings in the Morning Meeting “Hello Song,” throughout the day, and when you greet 
family members. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Meal Time:

Bring a special snack to share with 
friends. While passing out the snack, 

emphasize that we are sharing - and that is an 
act of kindness. 

“I am noticing that we are sharing a snack. (Child’s 
name) is sharing some crackers, (A different child’s 

name) is sharing some pretzels…” 

Encourage the children to show their gratitude to 
their friends for these acts of kindness. 

Encourage them to say thank you and 
you’re welcome in their first language 

and the languages of their 
friends!

Circle Time:

Look at photographs of the 
various countries talked about 
in the book and/or countries 

represented by the families of the 
children in your classroom.

If you look on National Geographic 
Kids website and the “Countries” 

section, they have lovely 
pictures from many 
different countries.

Morning Meeting:

Greeting- Sing “Hello Song“ to 
children in their language!

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s

Throughout the day:

Tell children when you see and 
appreciate their acts of kindness, 

empathy, and helping others in the 
classroom community. Notice and be 

specific about what they did that was kind!

Encourage them to notice and express 
gratitude when others take up acts 

of kindness and help them!

Social Emotional:

During Morning Meeting or 
Circle Time, pretend the puppet is 
visiting the classroom and is crying. 

Ask: “How can we have empathy and 
work to understand why the puppet 

is sad? What can we do to be 
helpful and offer understanding 

and kindness?”

Family Connection:

Make a “Hello, Family! Book” for 
each child with pictures of members 

of their family. Look through it with the 
child and ask “who is this? Let’s greet 

them!” Say “Hello, Mommy” and repeat 
with each picture in the family book. 

Try using children’s first language(s) 
to do this.

Say Hello!
by Rachel Isadora 

&
ABCs of Kindness

by Samantha Berger 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz6TuOSDbEs&t=61s

