Rollins Center for Language & Literacy

TALK WITH ME: TUNE IN SENTENCE STARTERS WITH INFANTS AND TODDLERS

Infants

The infant ...

Your tune in comment ...

Looks at another child or teacher

”

“Lucy, | see you looking at .

Reaches toward an object in the classroom

“Jerome, you are stretching to reach the .The is .” (describe)

Turns her head to respond to a sound

“Alex, you heard a noise! That was a making that noise!”

Crawls toward something of interest

“Roxana, look at you crawling towards the ’

Claps his hands
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“I see you clapping your hands! You must be happy about

Cries when parent leaves

“I hear you crying. | know you feel sad when Daddy has to leave.”

Laughs or smiles

“| see you laughing! You think that is so funny!”

Kicks her feet

“Look at you kicking your feet! You really like it when I talk with you!”

Coos, gurgles or babbles

“I hear you talking! You are telling me !l love to hear you talk!”

Rubs her eyes

“l see you rubbing your eyes. You must be sleepy.”

Young Toddlers

The young toddler ...

Your tune in comment ...

Looks at something of interest

“Lily, I noticed you looking at the . Let’s talk about what you see.”

Points to something of interest

“Josie, | see you pointing at the . Let’s talk about it.”

Brings you an object

“You are giving me the . Let’s talk about it.”

Brings you a book

“You are giving me the book. Let’s read it together.”

Babbles

“I hear you talking to me. You have so much to say! Let’s have a conversation!”

Attempts to say a word as he points to something.

“I hear you telling me what you want. You must be saying .” (Model use of word in
a complete sentence.)

Runs toward something of interest.

“Michael, you are moving so fast so you must be in a big hurry!”

Repeats an action over and over.
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“I can see you like to because you keep doing it again and again

Older Toddlers

The older toddler ...

Your tune in comment ...

Is building a tower with blocks

“Isabela, look at the tall tower you are building. | wonder how many more blocks you can add to it.”

Is busy painting at the easel

“Jorge, | noticed you are using lots of different colors. Tell me about your painting.”

Says “l went to the beach”

“Wow! That must be really exciting. Tell me about what you did at the beach.”

Pretends to feed a baby in the dramatic play area

“Lucero, you are feeding your baby. | see you taking very good care of her.”

Lines up the farm animals

“I see you lining up all the animals. | wonder where they’re going.”

Read Right
from the Start
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