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Literacy and Justice for All
May, June, and July Book Announcement

How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder,
more connected, more beautiful, more joyful, and more just?

Together, and building on the inquiries and anchor books from the LJFA curriculum, children firth-five will be learning about
themselves, each other, and the world as they grapple with inquiry questions together. Our May, June, and July inquiries
challenge us to use our ideas and creativity, our hearts, voices, and all of ourselves to make the world kinder, more connected,
more beautiful, more joyful, and more just. We will think deeply about why and how we create music, art, and movement and
how they help us encourage and inspire ourselves and others as well as a means for engaging in and changing the world. We’ll
be thinking more together about what it means to stand up for ourselves, for others, and for justice.

These anchor books center around enduring inquiry questions and are beautiful texts chosen to forward our commitment to
creating classrooms where all children see and hear themselves in their curriculum and where together, we work to build a
kinder, more connected, and more just world. They center and create spaces for conversations that matter about ideas that
matter and provide space for children to grapple, wonder, and act in the world in ways that celebrate and share who they are
and what they value and also that work to make the world better for everyone. Within these inquiries are many opportunities
to engage in culturally and linguistically preserving work, language and literacy development, and to nurture the social and
emotional wellbeing of children. These books also intentionally disrupt ableist and ageist and gendered narratives.

We hope these books will provide opportunities for discussion across the year and across learner and age groups as we create,
connect, make music and art, move our bodies and revel in all that we are able to do, become, and improve in the world. We
can’t wait to hear how you and your learners and their caregivers learn, inquire, create, and grow together. Children will
develop vocabulary and comprehension while reading, talking, connecting, singing, dancing, building, creating, moving and
playing together. They will be joyfully playing their way into phonemic awareness with the help of their teachers, each other,
and these awesome books.

Rhythm and Rhyme, Wordless picture books, and other books to help us wonder and grow....

We love wordless picture books for fostering language, vocabulary, and conversation. They are also a fantastic tool for
progress monitoring and understanding what children do, see, know, and believe about our world and the books they engage
with. Rhythm and rhyme books foster phonemic awareness as well as thythmic and fluent reading- and are just so much fun!
Several non-fiction books and art books will provide opportunities for discussions with your little conversational partners.
Check out these engaging and delightful texts! We think you and your students will adore them!
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Songs and Rhythm and Rhyme
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Other amazing books to inspire, support social emotional development, to make us wonder, dream, move,
create, and be inspired to take action...
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May Inguiry Questions:

How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more
beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to
encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can we use music to change the world?

Infants and young toddlers

The infants and young toddlers are reading, playing, pointing, talking, laughing, connecting, empathizing, exploring, and
engaging with these texts as they learn about making music! These books have few words on each page and are a wonderful
tool to use to “tune in” (see what we did there?) with individual children and make loving connections with them with the

support of these texts!
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Older toddlers

Older toddlers will be exploring, playing with, engaging alongside, wondering about, and connecting to these books and each
other about making music and the power of song. Music is an amazing way to learn, develop vocabulary, and grow- all while
engaging playfully together. Music brings joy and helps us make our lives a lively opportunity for learning, growth, connection,
and joy. We’ll be doing a lot of that this month with the support of these anchor books and connecting activities!
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Preschool and PreK

Preschool and PreK learners are going to have so many things to talk about and opportunities to learn new vocabulary and
ideas as they discuss, think aloud, and connect with their teachers and friends learning more about music. There is much to
wonder about, learn, and explore as we engage with these awesome anchor books, non-fiction support texts, connected
engagements, and inquiries into song and music-making this month and all year long! We are- literally- surrounded by a world
of sounds and learning opportunities! We know that this month will be a wonderful opportunity to learn, grow, wonder, ask,
listen, sing, and create music as we discover together!

These books are organized as perfect pairs, with each sophisticated storybook partnered with at least one engaging non-fiction
book to support conceptual development, language and vocabulary development, and so many opportunities to learn, laugh,
and discover the wonder of music together with our young conversational partners.

Preschool Books

Preschoolers and their teachers will be using these amazing titles as anchors supporting their ongoing inquiries!
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PreK Books

We recommend these amazing titles as anchors supporting the inquiry questions for this month!
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June Inguiry Questions:

How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more
beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make art? How can art help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and
inspire ourselves and others? How can we use art to change the world?

Infants and young toddlers are reading, playing, pointing, touching, painting, dancing, talking, laughing, connecting,
empathizing, exploring, and engaging with these texts as they begin to learn about art and movement. These books have few
words on each page and are a wonderful tool to use to tune in with individual children and make loving connections with
them with the support of these texts! Feeling safe, cared for, and connected is a foundational need for everyone and our young
conversational partners will benefit so much from the loving interactions you all offer each other this month and all year long
as you create and make the world more beautiful together!
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Older toddlers will be continuing to explore, play with, engage alongside, wonder about, and connect to these anchor books
about art, imagination, creativity, and art-in-life/art-as-life! We can’t wait to hear about how your children engage with this
inquiry and these delightful books and take up ways to create and share their unique perspectives and ideas within their
classroom, with their families, and in your community!
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Preschool and PreK
Our Preschool and PreK children lead us in many ways. Their sense of wonder, imagination, creativity, artistry, flair, and zest
for life inspire us every day. They will shine this month! We can’t wait to see your children’s creativity take wing]!

Preschool Books

Presechoolers and their teachers will be engaging together with these amazing complex storybooks- building empathy,
perspectives, and connections with themselves, others, and the world while developing literacy, language, vocabulary, and
content knowledge and fostering their creativity! We can’t wait to see what they makel!
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These non-fiction REAL read books are amazing to foster inquiry, to enthrall, engage, entertain, and provide so much to talk
about and discover together. Use them in partnership with the complex story books across the weeks and months and circle
back to them as children learn, discover, wonder, and ask questions... and work to determine ways that they-too- can use their

ideas to make the world kinder, more connected more beautiful, more joyful, and more just.
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PreK Books

This inquiry connects with so many beautiful books! They are truly works of art! We hope you are as inspired by these texts as
we are — and that they will provide you with an opportunity to grapple together and harness our creativity and imagination and
our collective energies to work toward justice. These books and the connected activities are sure to foster conversations and
actions around all that is necessary if together we are to create, nurture, and live in a world where every child, family, and
community can be fully seen, celebrated, develop their gifts, abilities, and interests, and have full opportunities to grow and
thrive and to make the world better for themselves and for others.
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July Inguiry Questions:
Why do we move? How do we move? How does moving and caring for our bodies help us to feel joy, to be connected, to
encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can we use movement to change the world?

Infants and young toddlers

The infants and young toddlers are reading, playing, pointing, talking, laughing, splashing, connecting, and moving in all sorts
of amazing ways as they explore these texts and their own miraculous movements! These books have few words on each page
and are a wonderful tool to use to ‘move’ the language and literacy and development of our youngest children forward with
individual children as we make loving connections with them with the support of these texts!
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Older toddlers

Older toddlers will be exploring, wondering about, and connecting to these books as they move their bodies in ways that
shape their world. This month, and every month, older toddlers will be learning through their movements and learning about
what they can do to shape their world. They’ll also be trying out some initial mindfulness and the opportunities for learning
that come from slowing down, tuning in to ourselves, catching our breath, and stretching ourselves... literally and
metaphorically. The July inquiry will foster joy, action, and helps us notice carefully how our lives are filled with lively
opportunities for learning, growth, connection, and joy. We can’t wait to see what you all do together this month with the
support of these anchor books and connecting activities!
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Preschool and PreK

Preschool and PreK learners are going to have so many things to talk about and opportunities to learn new vocabulary and
ideas as they discuss, think aloud, and take action, move and change their world, connect with their teachers and friends
learning more about movement this month. There is much to wonder about, learn, and explore as we engage with these

awesome anchor books, non-fiction support texts, connected engagements, and inquiries into how and why we move! We are-

literally- surrounded by learning opportunities at every step! We know that this month will be a wonderful opportunity to
learn, grow, wonder, ask, listen, move, dance, and explore the wonder of movement together!

These books are organized as perfect pairs, with each sophisticated storybook partnered with at least one engaging non-fiction

book to support conceptual development, language and vocabulary development, and so many opportunities to learn, laugh,
and discover the wonder of music together with our young conversational partners.

Preschool Books- Preschoolers and their teachers will be using these amazing titles to support their ongoing inquiries!
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