Error Analysis Guide

This resource equips teachers with key questions to consider when

administering and evaluating common language and literacy assessments.

Oral Language Survey

Things to Pay Attention to When Observing Oral Language:

Does the student have a diverse language background?

What are families observing at home? Partner with families to understand what
differences they may be observing at home.

Does the students’ language usage vary based on setting? Monitor students in various

contexts to observe differences in language usage.

Note: An oral language survey is not intended to diagnose language delays and disorders,

but can be administered by a teacher to determine if further action is needed and facilitate

a conversation with a speech-language pathologist or other intervention specialist.

Vocabulary

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Vocabulary:

Does the child have limited academic word knowledge but is able to learn explicitly
taught words? This may indicate the child can learn new words with intentional
instruction.

Can the child understand the word upon hearing it but cannot verbally tell you what the
word means? This may indicate a need for further observation to determine if there is
an expressive language disorder and more instructional support with strengthening
expressive vocabulary.

Does the child only demonstrate difficulty understanding the word when encountered
in print but can understand the word in other settings? This may indicate a decoding

problem rather than a vocabulary knowledge problem.
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Comprehension

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Comprehension:

Have multiple measures of assessment (formal and informal) been implemented prior to
making a determination of students’ reading comprehension proficiency? Multiple
measures provide a more comprehensive and accurate picture of student abilities.
Is the student proficient in foundational reading skills? Reading Comprehension will be
impaired if there is a breakdown in any subskill of reading:

° Can a child decode fluently and automatically enough to capture the meaning of
the text? (Phonemic Awareness, Phoneme-Grapheme Correspondence, Phonics, Fluency)

° Does the student have knowledge of the vocabulary words in the passage in
order to comprehend the meaning?
Does the student have background knowledge of the content included in the reading
material? Without background knowledge of the topic, reading comprehension will be
impaired.
Does the assessment require students to orally express their responses? If the student is
struggling to respond orally but seems to demonstrate understanding in certain testing
formats such as multiple choice, it may be indicative of an expressive language disorder.

° Does student have difficulty expressing themselves or recalling information during
discussions and when answering questions?

° Does the student have difficulty sequencing ideas and events in the story?

° Does the student speak in a disorganized manner with incomplete sentences and
responses?
Does the student demonstrate inconsistencies in performance on similar tasks? Executive
functioning skills can mask as reading comprehension difficulties:

° Working Memory: Do you notice students have difficulty holding onto information presented orally

or in written form?
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° Attentiveness: Does the student struggle to remain focused throughout a passage and exhibit signs
of distractibility?

© Self-Regulation: Does the student self-monitor as they read? Can they pause to apply fix-up
strategies?
Do the questions tap into multiple levels of language processing? Are literal, inferential,

critical and evaluative questions incorporated to ensure students have comprehended the

text?

Fluency

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Reading Fluency:

Is the student able to accurately decode the words in the passage? Frequent errors might
indicate that a phonics foundation has not been solidified.

Does the student read words accurately, but their rate is slow and labored (falling below
the 50th %ile) after extensive practice? This might indicate an issue with Rapid Automized
Naming and/or retrieval.

Does the student exhibit symptoms of testing anxiety? If so, you may need to provide
additional “warm-up” time reading, prior to the timed Oral Reading Fluency passage.
Does the student read at an extremely fast rate? This may indicate the student is not
pausing to monitor their understanding.

Does the student use proper phrasing, intonation, emphasis, and attend to punctuation?
This indicates understanding of sentence structure and comprehension.

Does the student monitor for errors and self-correct as they are reading? This indicates

strong metacognition.
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Phonics - Decoding

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Decoding:

Does the student correctly identify the sounds associated with individual letters and
letter combinations? If not, are the errors consistent across specific phonics patterns? If
so, frequent errors, substitutions, or omissions may indicate gaps and specific areas of
difficulty.

Does the student struggle to decode nonsense words (words that are unfamiliar and
require the student to decode)? Was this in contrast to their ability to decode real words?
If so, this may indicate the student has orthographically mapped certain words into their
sight vocabulary, but lacks foundational phonics knowledge required to decode.

How long did it take for students to decode the word? Are they showing consistent

accuracy, but an extremely slow rate of retrieval? This might be an indicator of a RAN

(rapid automized naming)/retrieval issue.

Phonics - Encoding

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Encoding:

e Does the student accurately represent phonemes (sounds) with their appropriate

graphemes (letter symbols)? If not, are the errors consistent across specific phonics
patterns? If so, frequent errors, substitutions, or omissions may indicate gaps and specific
areas of difficulty.
Encoding errors that are in contrast to decoding ability can reveal additional difficulties
that are not a result of phonics knowledge, such as:

° Articulation errors (If a child pronounces /th/ as /f/ they may write “fanks” instead of “thanks”).

° If a child consistently decodes blends but has difficulty attending to them when encoding, this is often
developmental and can be improved with specific phonemic awareness exercises (ex. “fet” for “felt” and

“hed” for “held”).
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Does the student demonstrate persistent difficulties with encoding even with
intervention and mastery in phonics concepts? This may require a referral to evaluate the
student for dysgraphia. Indicators include, but are not limited to persistent issues with:

° Letter formation and/or legibility of handwriting

© Letter size and spacing

° Fine motor skills

° Slow and labored rate

° Difficulties holding and manipulating writing utensils (tight, awkward, or painful grip)

Sound-Symbol Correspondence

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Sound-Symbol Correspondence:

Is the child pronouncing the sound accurately or inaccurately? Is it an articulation
problem?

Can the child articulate the sound correctly but has difficulty linking it to the right
grapheme?

Which phonemes and graphemes are the child confusing?

Is the child confusing reversals (b/d, p/q)? This can be developmental for the youngest
students, but it may indicate a more significant issue if it persists.

Is the child demonstrating errors with visually similar graphemes (m/n)?

How long did it take the child to produce the sounds? Are they showing consistent
accuracy but producing the sound at a noticeably slower rate? This might indicate a RAN
(rapid automized naming)/retrieval issue.

After analyzing the assessment, use the information and provide instruction based on

student’s sound-symbol correspondence skills and differentiate.
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Letter Naming

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Letter Naming:

Which letters are the child confusing? Do they look similar, or are they more randomized?
How long did it take for students to produce the letter name? Are they showing consistent
accuracy but at a noticeably slower rate? This might indicate a RAN (rapid automized
naming)/retrieval issue.

After analyzing the assessment, use the information and provide instruction based on

student’s letter naming skills and differentiate.

Phonemic Awareness

Things to Pay Attention to When Assessing Phonemic Awareness:

Are there errors in words that contain liquids and nasals? Some phonemes are harder to
hear, like nasals and liquids. Consider this when listening to a child during an assessment
you are administering or when analyzing the data on an assessment someone else
administered.

Is the child leaving out sounds in words that contain consonant blends? Words that
contain blends are more complex and therefore more difficult to segment than words
without blends.

After analyzing the assessment, use the information to provide instruction based on

students’ phonemic awareness skills and differentiate.
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