
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: “1,2,3,4,5, once I caught a fish alive. 6,7,8,9,10, 
then I let him go again! Why did you let him go? Because he bit my finger so. Which finger did he bite? This little finger 
on the right!” 
 
Story Title:  Fish is Fish 
                                                                                     

Author: Leo Lionni 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This fish looks like he 
is thinking about flying away. I wonder 
why he would want to leave this nice 
pond of water. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember, the 
tadpole and the minnow lived 
together as close friends in the pond. 
But the tadpole started to change and 
then left the pond when he became a 
frog. I wonder how they each felt 
when the tadpole changed. Let’s read 
and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I would like for you 
to help tell it.  I wonder why, at the 
end of the story, the fish decided that 
the pond was the best place to be. 
Let’s read and find out. 
 

Main Idea: Everyone is different and it is important to be happy with who we are. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2 Minnow  Pond- small body of water 
Inseparable- spent all their time together; never 
apart 
Minnow- a baby fish 
Tadpole- a baby frog 

Pg.  3 Tadpole  Triumphantly-proudly 

Pg. 5 weeds Smaller and smaller 
(move fingers closer 
together) 

 

Pg. 7 Tadpole legs climbed Grassy bank- the land at the edge of the water 

Pg. 9 Tiny front legs  Wondered- thought about 

Pg. 12    

Pg. 14  splash Extraordinary- extra special, not plain 

Pg. 16    

Pg. 21 Wings  Impatiently-not wanting to wait  

Pg. 23 Four legs, horns, bags 
of milk 

Whack Come what may: whatever might happen 



 

Pg. 25 bank jumped  

Pg. 27  Gasping Stunned- surprised or shocked 
Luminous- bright 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words not included in the story but related to use throughout your reads and throughout the 
day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds” 
1. Envy - wanting what someone else has  
2. Relieved - glad when something that is unpleasant is over 
3. Confused - when you don’t understand  
4. Terrified – really scared 
5. Separated - not together; apart 



 

 
 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape 
these notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 3 

The tadpole discovers that 
he has two legs. He realizes 
that he is different. He and 
the fish start to argue 
about whether he is a frog 
or a fish. 

4 

The frog must be feeling frustrated 
because the fish won’t believe that he 
really is a frog. He must be thinking, “I am 
not going to argue anymore. I know that I 
am a frog and that you are a fish. We are 
growing up to be two different animals.” 

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 27 
Pg. 28 

Pg. 7 

The tadpole has become a 
frog! Now that he has legs, 
he can live on land and 
water. When he leaves the 
water, he and his friend the 
minnow are separated. 

7 

Look at the fish’s face. He looks upset. I 
bet he’s thinking, “What is happening to 
my friend? He turned into a frog and now 
he is leaving the pond. I wish that I could 
go with him, but I don’t have any legs.” I 
bet this fish is really confused that his 
friend has changed and he has not.  

Pg. 11 

The frog returned to visit 
the fish and told him about 
all his adventures on land. 
The fish imagined that all 
the creatures the frog told 
him about must look like 
fish, because he had never 
seen them before! 

13 

The fish must be thinking to himself, “Wow 
that sounds like such an exciting place with 
such extraordinary things to see. I wish I 
could leave the pond and see these 
wonderful things. I want to be like my 
friend. I envy him. I wish that I could be like 
him.” 

Pg. 21-
22 

After his friend told him 
about all the wonderful 
things on land, the fish 
jumped onto land. I think 
that the fish wanted to see 
these extraordinary things 
for himself! I also think that 
he did not want to be 
separated from his friend 
any longer. 

21 

The fish must be thinking, “I just have to 
see all the wonderful things that the frog 
told me about. I want to see them for 
myself. I’ll be alright – the frog had a great 
time and so will I.” I think the fish is feeling 
envious. He wants to be like the frog so 
much that he jumps onto land 

Pg.  27 

The fish is back in the 
water where he belongs. 
Now he agrees with his 
friend that he is a fish and 
his friend is a frog. 

23 

The fish must feel terrified. I bet he is 
thinking, “Oh, no. I can’t breathe. I can’t 
move! I need to get back in the water!“ 

Pg.  28 
Now that the fish is back in 
the water, he can move and 
breathe. 

27 

The fish must feel relieved. He is glad that 
being out of the pond is over. I bet he is 
thinking, “Wow, this is so much better. 
When I was out of the water I couldn’t 
move at all, but in the water I can move 
any way I want. I am glad to be me” 

   
 



 

Ask Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why did the fish want to 
leave the pond?  
 

How did the minnow feel 
when his friend began to 
change? Why? 
 

Why did the fish decide that 
the world in his pond was the 
best place to be? 
 
 

Respond Scaffold children’s responses by:  

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

*If children have difficulty responding to open ended wh-questions consider using the following 
scaffolds: 

• Provide a forced choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?). Let the child supply the answer. 
• Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.) 
• Provide semantic cues and let the child finish.  (Teacher: What do you call the place where 

we live with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.) 
• Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for 

his…Teacher: /f/… Child: family). 

Main Idea Everyone is different and it is important to be happy with who we are. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).  For Example:   
• Dramatic Play: Create an aquarium play area, adding photos of the minnow and       
            each stage of the life cycle of a frog. Continue to use vocabulary from storybook. 
 
• Writing Center: Give students paper and crayons, encourage children to  
             write/draw their answer to the question, “Why did the fish want to leave the pond?” 
 
• Small Group Science:  Create tadpole life cycle. 

 
 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 
 

• Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

• When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 



 

• Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

• How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 
1. Envy – Envidia (en-vee-ah-dah) 
2. Relieved – Aliviado(a) (ah-leave-ee-ah-dough) 
3. Confused – Confundido(a) (con-foon-dee-dough) 
4. Terrified – Aterrorizado(a) (ah-tear-or-ee-sado) 
5. Separated – Separado(a) (sep-ah-rah-dough) 

 
• Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. 

Suggestions: you can print or draw the fish and the frog. 


